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John Wight of Billings, a pioneer oil and gas industry promoter in Montana and Wyoming 
for four decades, has contributed 12 additional feet of research material to the University 
of Montana Library archives. 
Dale L. Johnson, archivist at the UM library, termed Wight's second donation "a very 
important addition to the University's collection of historically valuable material. 
"Research material on the development of Montana's oil and gas industry is extremely 
scarce," Johnson said, "and \Vight's files have added significantly to the materials necessary 
for detailing the history of much of the oil and gas industry in Montana, particularly from 
the small independent operator's viewpoint." 
\Vight, a pioneer developer of many major oil and gas fields in Montana and \'/yarning from 
1919-1965, donated a similar amount of records in April 1971. 
Wight was instrumental in the common carrier-tariff disputes with major gas companies 
on behalf of small, independent owners and operators over a period of three decades. Most 
of the recently donated material pertains to this dispute, Johnson explained. 
Included in the donation are correspondence, well reports and legal documents. 
Among his holdings. Wight owned and operated oil refineries at Shelby and in Big Horn 
County, Mont. 
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